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               Pastor Paul Horn 
Let Love React – extraordinary things done through ordinary people
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered: ”‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.  35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Do you know what Luis, Ivan, and Katrina have in common?  If you guessed that all three of these were category 4 hurricanes with constant winds of around 145 mph gusting up toward 200 mph, you were right. They hit areas where we have connections to brothers and sisters doing mission work.  Luis devastated Antigua in 1995 completely blowing apart our missionaries’ homes. Ivan surprised Grenada in 2004 leveling many of the island’s homes and most of their agricultural economy.  More recently Katrina flooded out the wider New Orleans area and knocked down one of our new churches in Mobile, Alabama.  In each of these situations the hearts of the local missionaries compelled them to put aside their regular plans and spend tremendous time and energy rebuilding homes and lives. Simultaneously ordinary people from our entire synod reacted in extraordinary ways.  When Katrina hit many of you immediately responded with your brothers and sisters around the synod with a spontaneous outpouring of gifts that reached an extraordinary $2.1 million. Builders for Christ and Faith in Action teams become missionary partners often using our high school and college students to tear out the dangerously molding walls of homes (and churches) to refit them for families.

What drove you and your brothers and sisters around our church body to give so generously?  What drove teenagers to give up their spring breaks in South Padre or Florida to don haz-mat suits and rip out moldy sheetrock for someone they didn’t even know?  What drives your relationship with others in your daily life?  How do you view the purpose of the resources God has put at your disposal?  Do you let love react?  

I.  How does genuine love react?
This morning the gospel writer Luke informs us that a legal expert in the Jewish law asked Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (vs25)  Many of these experts in Jewish law lost grasp on the heart of the law and thought salvation could be obtained by keeping it properly.  But watch how Jesus works with this lawyer, to lead him to see the truth, “How do you understand the law (Scriptures)?”  The man answered with doctrinal accuracy, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind,” he quoted, “and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”   Straight out of Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.  Jesus’ reply, “Do this and you will live.” In other words, this is more that just saying orthodox words, but do you realize its true application in your lifestyle?  
This man was a true lawyer.  Notice he attempts to find a loophole.  Please define for me, Teacher, just who is my neighbor?  Neighbor to a Jew meant “my fellow countryman, who is of the same race and religion.”  

As Jesus so often did he uses a story to illustration his point.  The people listening to Jesus would have easily grasped this scenario.  The 17 mile journey from the Holy City to Jericho has rocky terrain making it easy for robbers to hide and overtake defenseless travelers.  Bandits robbed a man on this road and left him half-dead.  Now we get to the part of the story that sounds like the beginning of a joke, “A priest, a Levite and a Samaritan where walking down the road.”  You would think a priest, a man who serves his Lord in the temple, would stop and assist his fellow Jew.  But Jesus tells us that he strayed as far away as possible from that man.  The Levite, a man from the special tribe of Jacob who was set aside for priestly duties, surely he would stop and help his fellow Jew.  But no, he makes the same move.  
Then a Samaritan comes down the road.  Who are these Samaritans?  When the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom of Israel in 732 B.C. they deported many Israelites, but also imported Assyrians who intermarried with the Israelites who were left behind.  Samaritans were a half-breed, not pure Jew.  Bitter hostility existed between Samaritans and Jews.  You can picture the crowd hissing or booing when Jesus mentioned that “a Samaritan came to where the man was…”  An unwelcome outsider...  Notice what drives this man and how he reacts.  First of all Jesus says, “Seeing him, he pitied him.”  The original language of the Greek uses an interesting word for pity.  The root word of this verb actually means inner parts or entrails.  It was the oriental idea that the seat of emotions resided in the bowels; in our words – his heart went out to him.  Notice how the love the Samaritan had for the battered Jew showed itself in his actions, “He went to him, he bandaged his wounds, he poured on some healing oils, he put him on his donkey, he took him to a hotel, and he cared for him there.”  When he took him to a hotel, he gave the innkeeper the equivalent of two full day’s pay to care for him until he returned.  He gave of his means without looking for return.  
Story ended, Jesus asked the lawyer, “Which of these three was a neighbor to the man?”  Jesus had reworked the question to, “How do I become a neighbor to my fellow man?”  The lawyer said, “The neighbor is the one who had mercy on him.”  Literally, the one who had mercy and put it into practice with his actions.  Jesus’ command, “Go and do (or better live) likewise.”  The question was meant to trick Jesus.  He had turned it around and convicted the lawyer. 
This story convicts me, too.  The question for me should not be, “Who are my friends?” but “How do I become a friend to others?”  I surely have not always been a neighbor to all people, even to my own friends nor to my family.  I surely have not always practiced love toward God with all my heart, soul, strength and mind.  I surely could never gain eternal life if it depended in any way on what I do.  

We know that it is not what I must do that will save me, as the lawyer thought.  It is all about what Jesus has done for me.  It is as if Jesus saw us lying there in the road, beat up and victimized by sin, left to die eternally.  And so his heart went out to us.  He came down from heaven, to become like one of us.  And he walked along that road where we lie, destitute and dying.  But He did not stop.  Instead he walked past us and kept walking until he reached a grotesque hill outside of Jerusalem, Golgotha.  There on the cross he paid up what was needed to heal us; his blood which ran down; his flesh, which was beaten and whipped and pierced with nails; his very life, which became our life.  He paid what was necessary to heal us from all the times we have not been a neighbor, when we have not loved God with our whole being.  

What drove him to give so much?  John in his first letter writes, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10).  He did that for this lawyer, the priest, the Levite, and you and me – all people.  
II.   Living as a genuine neighbor
What drives you to give so much?  What compels you to let your love react?  It is what the apostle John says, “We love because he first loved us.” (1John 4:19)  The last three weeks we’ve talked about how every member of this congregation is a missionary.  We’ve spoken about how everything we are, everything we do, all we own is used for our journey as Christ’s missionaries.  For our journey we can even pack the love the Lord Jesus shows to you and me.  It drives our love for others.  What an extraordinary thing God does through ordinary people when they let love react!        

If you read Paul’s first and second letters to the Corinthians you will discover that one of Paul’s missionary journeys was made to collect money for the congregation in Jerusalem.  There was a famine that afflicted the area and the church there was also suffering.  God’s people all around Asia Minor, Galatia and Greece contributed to this collection.  In his second letter to the Corinthians Paul talks about the churches in Macedonia, “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.”  (2Cor 8:2-4)  Out of love for their fellow believers in Jerusalem they over-gave, beyond their means.  Why would anyone do that?  They let love react.  God did an extraordinary thing through those ordinary people.  
Does this mean we here at Faith Lutheran need to give beyond our means?  No.  This is just an example of what God can accomplish through his people.  What do you think?  Do we support our fellow brothers and sisters when they are in need?  I’m sure there’s support that goes on among you, the members of this church that I don’t even know about.  There are other times when a need is presented to me and not everyone knows about it, but there are folks who work behind the scenes, who do not want to be recognized, they just let their love react, and they go and supply the need.  There’s great joy to be found in meeting the needs of others with the resources he gives you, isn’t there?      
But don’t underestimate God’s power to cause you to respond even beyond your ability as the Macedonians did.  Paul in the letter to the Corinthians encouraged them and said, “Just as you excel in everything…see that you also excel in the grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7)  The fact is God promises he will support such a giving lifestyle with an ongoing supply of resources to be even more generous.  In 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 the apostle says, “Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  
Not only are your resources are used to supply the physical needs of others, but also to reach the spiritual needs of others.  The money in the offering plate is used to support our ministry here in Radcliff, to seek the lost, strengthen one another through the Word of God and His Sacraments.  Not only do your gifts support us, but also our brothers and sisters in the synod.  Every year the church council decides on an annual amount taken out of our offerings to give to the work of our synod’s missions.  This year we pledged $2600.  Why would we take out of our own offerings, when some months we can hardly pay the bills, when we’re borrowing from the building fund?  Because we let our love react to support our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Do you let love react when you see those who are spiritually beat up and left for dead?  Does your heart go out to those people?  Instead of walking by, stop, and use the resources you have, which the Holy Spirit has given you, the Means of Grace.  The Means of Grace are your healing and restoring power.  The Holy Spirit uses these resources (the gospel in Word and Sacrament) to touch the lives of others.  

Dear friends, is it valuable for us to ask, “Why am I alive today?”  “Why did God put me here at this moment, in this place?”  You are chosen of God for moments like these – to do good works which God has prepared in advance for you to do (Ephesians 2:10).  Ponder the love Christ showed to you, and let your love react.  Then, watch God do extraordinary things through ordinary people.  Amen.  
